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L’efperance me guide. 


VOLTAIRE. 
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I beg M. de Voltaire’s pardon for having fo long delayed his letter, 
which I now give to the Public. 


Eware, earthly mortals, of the venom contained in my writings. 
Voltaire himfelf warns you of their danger: he now comes for- 

ward as the apoftle of credulity.. I left the feeds of evil behind me; 
and I am afraid that the efforts of men will be ineffectual to remove 
the delufion occafioned by my falfe dotrines. Many have been the 
patrons of credulity among men ; but few have fucceeded in converting 
philofophers, which to them would be a moft valuable acquifition : 
they have miftaken their weapons, when attacking men of learning, and 
in their arguments fupporting their principles upon wonders, not upon 
evident truths. Philofephers facrifice every thing to reafon; but let 
them beware of that dangerous and delufive faculty, which goes no far- 
ther than the fenfes. How meam are the eyes of the body, when 
compared to the {piritual inlets of the foul, which in a moft myfterious 
way tranfport men to the blifsful regions of angels, and make them 
perceive {pirits without length, breadth, or thicknefs! You mortals are 
{till clogged with the flefh, which blunts the fpirituality of your foul. 
While you ftay on earth, you will be ftrangers to that true happinefs 
which ghofts only enjoy. To be poor in {pirit, and rich in belief, du- 
ring your lives, is the fureft road to eternal blifs. The proud philofo- 
pher, who only believes his limited fenfes, who even difcredits the ex- 
iftence of his own foul, will for a long time be retarded from en- 
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‘tering our happy regions. Fatal ignorance! will they not facrifice 


fomewhat of their reafon, to gain certain blifs? Who would hefitate 
to believe, when faith is fo fweet? How long did my foul remain in 
torment, before I could get rid of my errors, and believe I was among 


fpirits? Could men conceive the ineffable enjoyments of ghofts, their 


minds would ‘foon be foftened to give credit to the doctrines of their {pi- 


ritual guides. 
Miracles, in particular, is an article upon which my once fellow phi- 


lofophers have been very fceptical ; they even pretend that no miracle 


deferves credit; for, fay they, it carries improbability upon the face of 


it, and is not to be proved by human téftimony. It may be difficult to 
anfwer thofe {ceptics on earth; were they among us, they would every 
moment wienals our wondaital exiftence, and fudden tranfubftantia- 
tions, and be fatisfied that nothing is impoflible among ghofts. Every 
ghoft knows that there have been miracles ; and alfo that men have been 
impofed upon by falfe miracles, in all ages, and among all religions. 
The fame has happened with prophets. To diftinguifh counterfeits in 
both cafes, is a matter of great moment. The Bible certainly gives 
the beft directions on this head. Mofes informs you, that to prog- 
nofticate truth does not of itfelf conftitute a true prophet ; the purpofe 
of the prophecy is the infallible teft. The only defe& 1 find in this 
rule is the length of time that mutt neceflarily elapfe, before the accom- 
plithment of the prediftion can give us grounds to decide of the mo- 
ri of the augur. Mofes oe the fame rule to miracles, that it is 
he goodnefs of the caufe, not the teftimony of the fenfes, that i is to be 
velied on; and although miracles prove the goodnefs of a caufe, yet 
the legiflator tells you mot wifely, that it is not enough to have mi- 
racles, to make a caufe good. Thus, in the affair of the magicians of 
Pharaoh, it is well known, that they performed their miracles by the 
agency of the devil ; while Mofes was unqueftionably infpired by Je- 
hovah. - Thefe rules might be fufficient to lead men in the time 
of Mofes, when the intimacy of the people with the immediate o- 
racles of their God, gave them the gift of difcriminating between truth 
and falfehood. God informed them, for example, that Mofes was 
his prophet. It was clear, therefore, that all other prophets were im- 
poftors ; efpecially fuch as pretended to prophefy, or to work miracles, 
in contradiction to him. In thefe days incredulity has made a great 
progrefs, God not having condefcended to appoint prophets as of 
old, or by himfelf and his angels to converfe with the people or their 
priefts. Men, too, have grown very averle to give credit to vifions or 
revelations aflerted by any one. They are warranted to doubt, becaufe 
in the very aé&t of conquering the flefh, fo as to be able to converfe with 
ipirits, or to acquire the gift of believing. fublime myfteries, men are 
apt to fall into a ftate in which their capacities are impaired, and they de- 
ferve no credit. Fear or lunacy may perfuade fallible mortals, that every 
tree isa ghoft, that the fky is inhabited ; or make them dream of familiar 
converfations with angels, and battles in the moon; it may give rife to 
prophets like Brothers, who are very properly interpelled by the civil 
power, from mifleading the multitude, led aftray by the fimilarity of the 


conduct of fuch impoftors, to that ef the real prophets recognifed by 
the 
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the Church. The.wonders of witches, and miracles of modern faints, 
have, among fuperftitious Catholics of all ranks, gained much .greater 
credit than the divine prodigies of Mofes, or even of our Saviour. The 
favourite people of God would not even believe what we are told they 
faw, while modern Chriftians require but to hear of.a miracle, to credi: 
it moft devoutly. The Proteftants, more {ceptical as to modern. mira- 
cles, are by that means preferved from infidelity with refpe& to the pro- 
digies recorded in facred writ ; and, by an abundance of faith, they even 
give aflent to thofe miracles which the hard-hearted Jews did not cre- 
dit. It is therefore of the utmoft importance at prefent to difcriminate 
rigoroufly between true and falfe revelations and miraculous events. 
We have no reafon to believe, that our merciful Creator will fui 
pend altogether his fpiritual gifts from the nations, to bring back 
io many ftrayed fheep. When {cepticifm and infidelity, like a tor- 
rent, fway the minds of deluded men, by the falfe allurements of phi- 
lofophy, it is neceflary that God teftify himfelf by his miracles ; but as 
he has always accommodated himfelf to the capacity and temper of his 
creatures, fo now he will require a more ftri@ inveftigation into the 
truth of preternatural events. Middleton has already thrown fome light 
upon the prefent queftion ; his Tra&t on Miracles was revealed to him 
by a ghoft, who, however, did not difclofe all his knowledge upon the 
fubject ; but the world now hears the opinion of a fpirit who repents 
his former incredulity when in the flefh. 

The performer of a miracle, and thofe prefent, ought to be in a-cer- 
tain ftate of mind, otherwife they deferve no credit. The raving bed- 
lamite, or the dreamer, who talks unintellibly, and pretends to fee what 
no body elfe can perceive, is an object of pity, not of reverence. ‘The 
man who would talk confidently of having feen miracles or apparitions, 
ought not to be fo much divefted of common fenfe, as to miftake .a 
loud clap of thunder for an immediate meflage of the Deity, or to take 
the dreams of a difturbed imagination for angels or ghotts, Although 
the more abftracted men are from earthly things, the better they com- 
prehend fupernatural beings; yet as we know from the Bible, that 
men cannot underftand the nature of {pirits till they leave the world, 
it naturally follows, that when mortals, without an immediate infpira- 
tion of God, attempt to foar above earthly notions, the weaknels of 
their underftandings preventing all their efforts to be more than men, 
they delude themfelves with imaginary conceptions; and their fol- 
lowers creduloufly proclaim them faints, and oracles of the Almighty : 
the perfon, therefore, who teftifies a miracle, fhould be a man, who, ha- 
ving calmly exercifed his reafon, has rendered himfelf capable to detect 
impofitions, and whofe fancy is not led into the extravagancies of a fu- 
perftitious mind. ‘Thought is a faculty of fpirits; in vain would mor- 
tals attempt to penetrate into the actions of thofe fupernatural beings, if 
not guided by reafon. But the reporter of wonders ought to poflefs fili 
another qualification: Should he, at the moment of a vifion, be feized 
with fear, or his mind weakened by fatigue, or governed by immo- 
derate paflions, he may take his own thoughts for infpirations, which 
we would no more believe than a man, who, tormented by bodily pain, 


dhould proteft that fome perfon was thrufting a knife into his bedy 
when 
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when no one ftood near him. Moreover, few men can relate a mi- 
racle in fuch words that it may be comprehended. Many true mi- 
racles have by infidels been difbelieved, only becaufe they were in- 
comprehenfible ; fuch as, the fpeaking of Balaam’s afs, the Lord wreft- 
ling with Jacob, or Mahomet’s afcenfion to heaven. If philofophers 
can be made to conceive fuch things poflible, they will no doubt credit 
them. The reader will eafily fee, that when men pretend to believe 
what they do not comprehend, they mutt believe they know not what ; 
and nothing but an immediate and certain revelation from Heaven 
will authorife fuch belief. In the interpretation of prophecies, wifdom 
and knowledge are equally requifite: if the interpreter is unacquainted 
with hiftory, he may, as has been often the cafe, take a narration for 
a clear prophecy,. or afcribe a prediction of an event to a man who lived 
after it; he fhould be no ftranger to the manners and opinions of na- 


tions, for he might fhow the pretended prophecy to have had an obvious. 


meaning, although afterwards mifunderftood. Thus, by finding the 
moft probable way of explaining the writings of men fuppofed to be in- 
ipired, nothing but true prediCtions would remain, much to the advan- 
tage of believers. In the explanation of myfteries, the advantages 
of their fenfe being afcertained by men fuch as I have defcribed, would 
be ftill greater. A council of perfons pofleffed of fuch qualifications 
would, ina month, clear up thofe points which the Council of Trent 
has, after great labour, left more confufed than before: they would, J 
have no doubt, unfold the whole matter. I have only omitted one re- 
quilite the oracle and witnels ought to poffefs: it is of the higheft im- 
portance that he belong not to any clafs of men whofe intereft it may be 
to make myfteries believ ed; neither ought he to have the profpe& of a 
recompence for deciding againft his underflanding. Unfortunately, in- 
tere{t has too often induced ae to proftitute their underftandings, and 
miflead the unfufpecting multitude, who kneel at their commands. He 
ought neither to be a feClary, nor the head of a new religion; for en- 
thufiafm fo fafcinates the mind, that the fupertitious viGtim of delufion 
difbelieves nothing, that his difturbed fancy brings to his mind. The 
fe@tary thinks himfelf infpired, and his admirers miftake the contortions 
of his face, or the convullions of his body, for marks of fuperior in- 
telligence, and intercourfe with higher beings. Some readers may 
afk, was there ever a prophet, ora eer vorker, who anfwered your 
defcription ? or did ever philofophers teftify the prodigies of hoiy men? 
To this queftion it is not my province to give an anfwer. I have deli- 
red my opinion as an enli; ehtened Ghoft.. Ido not expe to find per- 
Satie en among m¢ vctals, 

Tne Guost or VOLTAIRE. 





After the example of The Spe&ator, I thall occafionally devote Saturday to religious 


fubjeéts.—Chalchas Phantom is received. 


Sold by G. Mupre anv Son, South Bridge, Edinburgh ; who receive Cotmmunica- 





tions for this Paper, poft paid, and addrefled to Mr Phantom. The Guost may 


alfo be had of CAMERON AND Muropocn, Glafgow, and S. Murray, Ruffle! Court, 
Lerdon, 
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